MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

January 31, 2022

SB0273: PFAS Chemicals — Prohibitions and Requirements (George “Walter”
Taylor Act)

Position: Support: SB0273

The Maryland Ornithological Society (MOS) asks that the Senate Education, Health, and
Environmental Affairs Committee give a favorable report of SB0273 and move it to the
full Senate.

This bill would put meaningful restrictions on the use of PFAS, ultimately prohibiting
PFAS use in fire-fighting foam, rugs and carpets, and food packaging for direct food
contact.

Because of the strong fluorine-carbon bonds, many of these substances are recalcitrant in
the environment and persist for years. Additionally, many (e.g., PFOA and PFOS)
bioaccumulate in the tissues of wildlife, some to levels that could cause overt toxicity. In
fact, levels of these substances have been found in the tissues of marine mammals in the
Arctic and in many species of birds. These substances have been in the eggs, blood, and
livers of birds across the globe, with concentrations especially pronounced in industrial
areas in North America, Europe, and east Asia.! PFAS have been shown to reduce
hatching success in species of birds such as Double-crested Cormorant?, and Little
Ringed Plover®. PFAS has been found in blood of Northern Cardinal in Hawaii, * Snow
Buntings in Svalbard®, and American Flamingos on the island of Bonaire in the
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Caribbean®, showing how pervasive PFAS is in our environment. That these substances
are found in wildlife they are also found in seafood and livestock. PFAS have also been
found in the tissues of over 96% of humans’. Named “forever chemicals” for their
persistence and ability to bioaccumulate, we strongly urge legislators act to protect our
health and that of the environment by supporting SB0273.
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